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Ibn al-Khatib, known as Lisan al-din, 1313-1374, was the greatest
Mudim writer of Granada and the lagt great intellectua, writer,
and statesman of Mudim Spain. Son of a Granadine court officid,
he received an excdllent education. He was vizier of Yasuf | from
1349 to 1354, and continued, with one interruption, under Yasuf’s
son Muhammad V. Among his friends and pupils was Ibn Khd-
dan, who was present for a period in the court. 1bn Zamrak, the
poet and secretary of Muhammad V whose verses adorn the walls
of the Aihambra, was dso a pupil of Ibn d-Khatib. In A.H. 773
(1371 or 1372) Ibn al-Khatib was accused of heresy, and fled to
Morocco. He was imprisoned in 1374, and killed by hired assas-
gns in prison while an invedigaive commisson dudied the
charges of heresy and didoydty to Muhammad V. Ibn Zamrak
was accused of complicity.

Ibn d-Khatib's linguidicdly and gylidicdly  sophisticated
works are numerous. He is remembered primarily as a higtorian,
and wrote extensvely on the history and geography of the king-
dom of Granada. His al-lhata fi ta’rikh Gharnata, an encyclopedia
of Granadine history, has yet to be completely published or trans-
lated. 1bn d-Khetib is the firg Arabic higtorian to write on Andalu-
dan higory in its entirety, and his works are the principa sources
for important periods of the history of Nasrid Granada. He adso
wrote extengvedy on Idamic history in generd, travel, govern-
ment, medicine, philosophy, and mysticism, and he is the author of
maty muwashshahas and other poems. We lack an adequate
underganding of the sgnificance of Ibn d-Khatib, who was wdl
known and respected, though not aways liked, by his contempo-
raies The extendgve treatment of him by d-Maggari in Nafh al-
Tib has not been trandated. Much of Ibn a-Khatib's writing
remans unpublished. The Escoria has an important collection of
his manuscripts.
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