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Course description and goals
The goal of this course is to introduce graduate students to the practice of sociological pedagogy so that they can become independent, informed, reflexive teacher/scholars.  This is a theory as well as a skills class; you will develop and refine your personal teaching philosophy, learn the standards of good course design, explore learning styles, and examine best practices in course delivery and student assessment.  You will also be exposed to the growing field of the scholarship of teaching and learning (SoTL).
Objectives for the course include:
1. Develop a coherent teaching philosophy.

2. Examine the principles and best practices of course design.

3. Explore a variety of pedagogies for teaching sociology.

4. Explore various technologies and their implications for teaching and learning.

5. Examine a variety of assessment techniques.

6. Explore the ethics and practice of SoTL research.
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Course materials and format
Assigned readings will be drawn from the following sources:

Parker J. Palmer, The Courage to Teach:  Exploring the Inner Landscape of a Teacher’s Life.  Jossey-Bass, 1998.
bell hooks, Teaching to Transgress:  Education as the Practice of Freedom.  Routledge, 1994.
Wilbert J. McKeachie, McKeachie’s Teaching Tips:  Strategies, Research, and Theory for College and University Teachers, eleventh ed.  Houghton Mifflin, 2002.

Rosanne M. Cordell, Betsy Lucal, and Robin K. Morgan, eds., Quick Hits for New Faculty:  Successful Strategies by Award-Winning Teachers.  Indiana University Press, 2004.

Additional articles will be placed on WebCT during the course of the term.

This course relies exclusively on a seminar format.  Your active participation is required.  Participation includes asking questions as well as raising points of clarification or debate.
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Course requirements
The course requirements are designed to fulfil the learning objectives for the course. 
1. Prepare a reflective statement on your personal goals and values as a teacher.

2. Develop a comprehensive course syllabus.

3. Develop a course plan for teaching the course.

4. Develop a plan for getting student input/feedback on the course.

5. Develop assessment measures to determine the effectiveness of your teaching.

6. Plan a teaching portfolio for the course that includes reflection.

7. Pilot at least 2 course modules that you develop in an existing course.
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Topic outline and reading assignments
Week 
Date   
Reading Assignment and Class Topic  

1
Jan 10
Reading: Parker Palmer





Developing a teaching philosophy, part 1

2
Jan 18
Reading: bell hooks



Developing a teaching philosophy, part 2
3
Jan 25
Reading:
McKeachie





Ernest Boyer et al.




Dee Fink




Teaching as scholarship / course design
4 
Feb 1
Reading:
McKeachie





Robert Mager



Goals for introductory sociology




Writing learning objectives



The syllabus

5 
Feb 18
Reading:
McKeachie




Howard Gardner



Choosing pedagogies / ensuring active learning
6 
Feb 15
Reading:
hooks





McKeachie




Dealing with diversity

7
Feb 22
Reading:
McKeachie




Quick Tips



Lectures, discussions, activities



Incorporating technology

8
March 1
Reading:
McKeachie



Distance learning, e-instruction

March 8
NO CLASS SCHEDULED – SPRING BREAK

9
March 15
Reading:
McKeachie



Designing assessments I: writing, projects

10
March 22
Reading:
McKeachie



Designing assessments II:  exams
11
March 29
Reading:
McKeachie




Choosing a textbook and/or supplements

12
April 5
Reading:
McKeachie



Grading
13
April 12
Reading:
McKeachie



Ethical issues / dealing with difficult students and situations
14
April 19
Reading:
McKeachie



The first class



Developing and using a course portfolio

15
April 26
Reading:
tba



Scholarly reflection / SoTL / Developing a teaching portfolio

