
PERSPECTIVES WORKBOOK
	     


Name:

	0


Total Points:  out of 100  


This assignment is designed to (1) provide you with an opportunity to reflect on your own views and values, (2) encourage you to analyze and contrast alternative, conflicting value systems, and to (3) provide a baseline against which to measure the growth, development and/or change of your views in this course.


There are three parts to the assignment.  First, you will be asked to describe your own perspective, to the best of your ability at this point in the course and in your life.  Second, you will be asked to describe the four perspectives covered in this course.  Third, you will be asked to discuss how the four perspectives compare to your own and what you think was the most important point you learned from this exercise.

To answer, click in the gray areas and type your answers in the appropriate boxes.  The boxes will expand if you add more text beyond the original boundaries, so don’t skimp on your answers!  Be as specific as you can in all your answers.  Make sure that you save this document frequently as you work on it.  When you are finished, send this document to me as an email attachment from within WebCT.

Describe your own perspective.

1. What are your most important values?

 (e.g., What would you be willing to die for?  In the eulogy at your funeral, what would you want people to say you stood for?)

	     


2. In your view, what is the nature of human nature?

(i.e., Why do you think humans behave the way that they do?)

	     


3. What is your vision of a “good society”?

(e.g., On what principles should society be organized?)

	     


	Instructor comments:  (Do not write in this space.)
	Points
	possible

	     
	   
	40


Describe the perspectives discussed in this course.

Describe each of the four perspectives in your own words, covering, at a minimum, each perspective’s view of human nature, central values, and view of society.  Show how each of these elements fit together to make up the perspective.  (Remember:  You are demonstrating your understanding of each perspective.)

Organic Conservative perspective


Description

	     


Individualist Conservative perspective


Description
	     


Reform Liberal perspective


Description

	     


Socialist/Radical perspective


Description

	     


	Instructor comments:  (Do not write in this space.)
	Points
	possible

	     
	   
	40


Which perspective(s) comes closest to your own?  Explain.

	     


What would you say is the most important point you learned from doing this exercise?

	     


	Instructor comments:  (Do not write in this space.)
	Points
	possible

	     
	   
	20



