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What this course is about
“Theory is not something set apart from our lives.  Our assumptions about reality and change influence our actions constantly.  The question is not whether we have a theory, but how aware we are of the assumptions behind our actions, and how conscious we are of the choices we make — daily — among different theories.”



Charlotte Bunch
“The most important thing to understand is that everything factual is already theory.”



Goethe

The goal of this course is to introduce students to the theoretically informed practice of sociology.  Theory courses are often avoided, I believe, because students think about the subject as something abstract and disconnected from other areas of study as well as unrelated to the mundane realities of policymaking, problem solving, and everyday living.  Nothing, however, could be further from the truth.  Theory affects both how we live our lives and how we understand these lives.  It also affects how we understand the lives of others.  Understanding theory, I would argue, is one of the most practical things we can do.

Throughout this course, the emphasis will be upon social theory and theorizing as a dynamic, living process that is highly relevant to the important issues of our day.  In this sense the course has an applied focus, in which the goal is not merely to acquire knowledge of “famous dead theorists” or well-known theories of the past but to analyze and understand the contemporary situation based upon important insights transmitted to us by pioneering social thinkers.  The goal is to facilitate each member of the class to develop competence in using social theory to critically analyze society and social life and to develop solutions to problems thereby identified.  In other words, to help each student to develop an adequate and appropriate “theoretical toolbox.”

Specifically, when you have successfully completed this course you will be able to do the following:

1. Explain and appropriately apply key classical and contemporary social theories to current social problems and issues.

2. Outline the history and sociocultural context of sociological theory social practice.   

3. Explain and employ metatheoretical criteria for evaluating social theories and theorists and for applying theories to solve societal problems.

4. Develop a theoretically-informed sociological practice that translates the sociological perspective for clients and the public.

5. Explain the ethical issues involved in professional sociological practice.
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Course materials and format
Assigned readings will be drawn from the following sources:

William DuBois and R. Dean Wright, Applying Sociology: Making a Better World.  Allyn and Bacon, 2001.

James Farganis, Readings in Social Theory:  The Classic Tradition to Post-Modernism, Fourth edition.  McGraw-Hill, 2004.

Peter Kivisto, editor, Illuminating Social Life:  Classical and Contemporary Theory Revisited.  Pine Forge Press, 2005.
George Ritzer, Modern Sociological Theory, sixth edition.  McGraw-Hill, 2004.

Additional articles will be placed on WebCT during the course of the term.

You are expected, of course, to read all of the assigned material before the topic is covered in class and to come to class prepared to discuss it. What this means is that you will organize your notes on the readings, prepare a short summary and a list of questions or issues for discussion.  This list may include questions about points you find difficult, confusing, or unclear as well as issues whose implications you wish to pursue.

This course relies almost exclusively on a seminar format.  Your active participation is required.  Participation includes asking questions as well as raising points of clarification or debate.  It also includes actively attempting to apply the theories to your own life experience as well as to selected problems.
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Course requirements
The course requirements are designed to fulfil the learning objectives for the course.  The number in parentheses after each requirement refers to the learning objective that requirement will help you to meet.  According to department policy, some of the required assignments will be placed in your student portfolio.  These assignments are noted at the end of this list.

1. Attend class and participate actively in discussions.  (Objectives 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5)
Intellectually informed discussion is one of the best ways to help us develop our skills of analysis, synthesis, evaluation, and application.  It is therefore vitally important that you come to class prepared and participate.
2. Prepare and post on WebCT, in advance, a summary of one or more of the readings and questions to guide class discussion.  (Objectives 1, 3, and 4)
Undergraduate students will work together in small groups to prepare a summary of the major points and some critical questions for discussion for one week’s assigned reading and posting it on WebCT no later than 9 pm the Friday before the class meeting at which the material will be discussed.  A signup for reading assignments will be conducted in class at the second class meeting.

3. Participate actively in the WebCT electronic discussion board.  (Objectives 1, 4, and 5)

The electronic bulletin board, along with the possible use of email and chat, provides an additional means to discuss the application of sociological theory to sociological practice.  You will be expected to make at least one substantive posting per week and to read others’ postings as well.
4. Write two analytical papers.   (Objectives 1, 2, and 3)
These papers, of 6-7 pages each, will involve analysis and application of the sociological theories we discuss in class.  No additional outside research or reading will be required.  Specific guidelines for the paper will be posted on WebCT.  The papers must be typed or computer printed and stapled in the upper left corner only.
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1. Class attendance and participation.
Attendance and participation will count as 20% of your final course grade.  Each unexcused absence will lower your attendance grade 12 points, or about one letter grade.  In special circumstances, and with instructor permission, you may be permitted one excused absence with no penalty.  Each absence after one excused absence, for whatever reason, will lower your attendance grade 12 points.  Participation includes active involvement in class discussion.
2. Prepare and post on WebCT, in advance, a summary of one or more of the readings and questions to guide class discussion.

Your group’s summary will be evaluated in terms of its accuracy and appropriateness to the material.  Everyone in the group will receive an identical grade, which will count as 10% of your final course grade.

3. Participate actively in the WebCT electronic discussion board.
You will be expected to make at least one substantive posting per week for at least 14 of the 16 weeks of the course and to read at least 80% of the total of other students’ postings.  Electronic participation will count as 20% of your final course grade.
4. Write two analytical papers.

The papers will be evaluated, in general, on two criteria:  (1) clarity of exposition [are you able to state your own position and critique alternatives clearly?], and (2) extent to which you give evidence of having viewed, read, and intellectually processed the relevant course material.  The papers will each count as 25% of your final course grade for a total of 50%.

In summary, the elements of evaluation in this course will be weighted in the following way:


Class participation
20% of final course grade


Reading summary
10% of final course grade


Electronic participation
20% of final course grade


Analytical papers – 2 @ 25% each =
50% of final course grade



100

Final grades for the course will be assigned according to the following scale:


A
=  90%  – 100%


B
=  80%  –   89%


C
=  70%  –   79%


D
=  60%  –   69%


F
=  59%  and  below 
There will be no curve and no extra credit work.
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What I will do
•Take responsibility for organizing the syllabus and the general design of the course.

I’ve had the time and training to think about this topic, so it’s appropriate that I take the lead.  Your input, however, is valued and necessary.

•Be available as a consultant for any course-related issues.

Schedule an appointment, stop by, e-mail or call me:



Office:  CM 235   Phone:  481-6669
Sociology Dept. Office:  481-6842



Office Hours:  TR  1:30 – 2:30 pm; T 8:45 – 9:15 pm; other times by appointment



email:  Please use the Mail function within WebCT.

At other times, call me at home between 8:30 am and 10:30 pm:  485-6314

•Accommodate any disability, if at all possible.

If you have or acquire any sort of disability that may require accommodation, I urge you to discuss it with me (preferably after class or during office hours).  I want to do everything that I can to help everyone who wants to succeed in this course.  If you want to find out what special services and accommodations are available on campus, you are encouraged to contact Services for Students with Disabilities in Walb 118 & 218 (481-6657, voice/TDD).
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Schedule of topics and assignments
Week 
Date   
Reading Assignment and Class Topic  

1
Aug 24

Overview and Organization of the Course / Introductions




Individual and Mutual Expectations / Sociological Theory & Practice

2
Aug 31
Reading: 
DuBois and Wright, Chapters 1 and 22





Farganis, Introduction, pp. 1-19





C. Wright Mills, “The Promise”  [WebCT]



Applied Theory and Sociological Practice

3
Sept 7
Reading:
Farganis, pp. 23-54





Kivisto, pp. 5-37



Marx

4 
Sept 14
Reading:
Farganis, pp. 91-125





Kivisto, pp. 38-58



 Weber

5 
Sept 21
Reading:
Farganis, pp. 55-89





Kivisto, pp. 59-91




Durkheim

6
Sept 28
Reading:
Farganis, pp. 127-141





Kivisto, pp. 92-118




Simmel

7  
Oct 5
Reading:
Farganis, pp. 181-217





Kivisto, pp. 125-159




Functionalism

8
Oct 12
NO CLASS – Fall Break

9 
Oct 19
Reading:
Farganis, pp. 219-262





Kivisto, pp. 160-186




Conflict Theory / Structuralism

10
Oct 26
Reading:
Farganis, pp. 397-422





Kivisto, pp. 187-214




Critical Theory

11
Nov 2
Reading: Farganis, pp. 303-331, 351-358, 171-178





Kivisto, pp. 237-258




INDIVIDUAL CONFERENCES WITH GRADUATE STUDENTS

12 
Nov 9
Reading: Farganis, pp. 359-368, 331-348





Kivisto, pp. 259-279




Symbolic Interactionism, Dramaturgy, Phenomenology, 




Ethnomethodology

13 
Nov 16
Reading: Farganis, pp. 369-393





Kivisto, pp. 215-236




Feminist Theory

14 
Nov 23
Reading:
Farganis, pp. 423-449





Kivisto, pp. 280-298




Post Modernism

15
Nov 30
Reading:
DuBois and Wright, pp. 23-69




Student Presentations / Designing Community

16  
Dec 7
Reading:
DuBois and Wright, pp. 227-231




Student Presentations / Developing a Theoretical Toolbox / 




Course evaluation


Wednesday, December 15    Final paper due by 10 pm.
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