TIPS FOR WOODY PLANT KEY ASSIGNMENT:

The assignment consists of two components.  First, you have to come up with a strategy for distinguishing between the 14 trees assigned, a process that is facilitated using ‘branching diagrams’.  Branching diagrams are use to outline different ways of dividing the trees into subgroups of increasingly smaller size until each tree is ultimately separated (‘keyed out’) from the rest based on a unique combination of traits.  For example you may choose to use the first couplet to separate broad-leaf trees and confers, with the conifers subsequently being separated based on leaf shape (needle or awl-shaped), and the pines by the number of needles per fascicle, as shown below.  The branching diagrams can then be used as templates for the construction of keys by assigning couplet numbers to each node in the branching diagram (Step 2 in the overall process).  However, remember that the specific formatting of the keys should follow that of the MARS candy key 
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