Horticulture 101, Genetic Engineering Opinion Paper Assignment – 15 pts

Due Date:  3/19/07

Four papers on the subject of plant genetic engineering will be placed on Express Reserve on Helmke Library for online viewing by the end of the week. These papers have been selected to provide a broad overview of the diversity issues raised by genetic engineering ranging from ethical and religious issues to environmental (gene containment, GMO effects on biodiversity), political (intellectual property, genetic piracy, third world access, etc), and scientific (food safety and food labeling).  You are expected to read all of the assigned readings (below) and may look up additional articles on the topic using the Opposing Viewpoints, Academic Search Premier, or Congressional Quarterly databases if you are interested in finding additional viewpoints prior to preparing your paper.  Your product will be a short (2-4 page) typed paper outlying what are the major positives and negatives offered by the new technology in your opinion.  You are expected to use data from the articles provided, or other sources, to support your contentions.  Also you should comment on the arguments made by the authors of the papers assigned to the extent that you agree or disagree with them.  Your opinion papers should be typed and citations should be provided for any references used in additional to those provided on reserve (below).  
Assigned Readings:

Pollan, M.  2001.  Chapter 4: Desire:Control, Plant: The Potato. In The Botany of Desire. Random House Publishers, New York, NY.  271 pp, pp. 183-245.  [Optional] 

Hosansky, D.  2001.  Biotech foods:  Should they be more stringently regulated?  CQ Researcher (Congressional Quarterly Researcher), March 30, 2001, Volume 11:251-. Available online at, http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/document.php?id=cqresrre2001033000&type=hitlist&num=1&
Council for Biotechnology Information.  2002.  Plant biotechnology: A new agricultural tool emerges as the world seeks to vanquish chronic hunger.  InFocus Volume 1: Number 1.  Also available online at, http://www.whybiotech.com/html/pdf/InFocus1_Newslttr.pdf
Kingsolver, Barbara.  2003.  Genetic Engineering Threatens Biodiversity.  In Genetically Engineered Foods. Nancy Harris, Ed. At Issue Series. Greenhaven Press, 2003. Barbara Kingsolver, Small Wonder. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2002 Available online at, http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/OVRC?vrsn=230&slb=SU&locID=ind12967&srchtp=basic&c=1&ste=17&tbst=ts_basic&tab=1&txb=genetic+engineering+threatens+biodiversity&docNum=X3010259206&fail=1&bConts=1
Pratt,T.  2001. Patent on small yellow bean provokes cry of biopiracy (Case related to the International Center for Tropical Agriculture in Columbia).  New York Times.  March 20, 2001, pD5(N) pF5(L) col2 (26 col in), also available online at, http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/OVRC?vrsn=230&slb=SU&locID=ind12967&srchtp=basic&c=1&ste=20&tbst=ts_basic&tab=8&txb=patent+on+small+yellow+bean&docNum=A72067527&fail=8&bConts=8
Sagoff, M.  2001.  Some Patents on Genes Are Acceptable. In Genetic Engineering. James D. Torr, Ed. Opposing Viewpoints® Series. Greenhaven Press, 2001. Reprinted from Mark Sagoff, "Patented Genes: An Ethical Appraisal." Issues in Science and Technology, Spring 1998. Online, http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/OVRC?vrsn=230&slb=SU&locID=ind12967&srchtp=basic&c=1&ste=17&tbst=ts_basic&tab=1&txb=some+patents+on+genes+are+acceptable&docNum=X3010138227&fail=1&bConts=1
