HORTICULTURE 101 READING GUIDE
MULCHES (Chapter 10)
1) What are mulches?
2) What are positive contributions of the humus produced by the decomposition of organic mulches on the physical characteristics of soils?  What benefits are observed in heavy soils and what benefits are observed I coarse (well-drained) soils?  
3) By what mechanisms do organic mulches contribute positively to the water status of soils?

4) In what ways can organic mulches protect the soil resource, maintaining both it quantity and quality?  

5) What are the effects of organic mulches on soil temperatures in the Spring, Fall, and during the growing season?  Provides separate answers for each time period.

6) What is hydroseeding (syn. hydromulching)?  What are the advantages of hydroseeding to conventional grass seeding using a straw mulch?

7) What are ‘wavelength-selective’ plastic mulches (sheeting)?  In what ways are the similar to clear plastic mulches and in what ways do they differ?  What are their advantages relative to clear plastic mulches?

8) In some vegetable and melon crops plastic sheeting mulches appear to have a direct positive affect on photosynthesis; i.e., aside from their indirect effects on plant water relationships and root temperature.  What explanation is given for this promotion in the textbook?
9) What changes in root distribution (position in the soil profile) are observed following mulching?  Under what conditions can these changes be detrimental?
