Horticulture 101, Organic Farming Discussion and Opinion Paper – 15 pts

Due Date:  4/23/07

We will host a panel discussion on organic farming on Wednesday, April 11, 2007 from 2:30-4:20 p.m. in the biology conference room (SB 372).   Participants will include Dan Flotow, the certified organic grower and owner of Country Garden and Farm Market in Roanoke, Jeff Hawkins, of the Hawkins Family Farm, an organic livestock farm in North Manchester; Tony Ferguson, a geologist and organic inspector, and Diane Dickson, an organic gardener and avid organic consumer who is actively involved in the Three Rivers Food Coop.  Dan and Jeff both sell directly to local consumers via a community supported agriculture (CSA) model which individual consumers purchase ‘shares’ in their farms that entitle them to a fraction of the produce or meat produced.  


All of the participants are advocates of organic agriculture so the goal is not to have a formal debate; however, this does not mean that you cannot express opinions that are critical of the organic farming movement, or ask ‘tough’ questions of the participants, if they reflective of your genuine opinions or concerns.  In fact, I am expecting all of you to read at least one paper that is critical or organic farming in preparation (see below) so that you are aware of some of the arguments both for and against organic agriculture. 

In preparation for the discussion, I have placed several papers on Express Reserve at Helmke Library (see the list provided below).  You do not have to read all of these papers, but are expected to read at least three including the paper on the Slow Foods Movement (by Glazer), one of the two papers promoting organic agriculture (by Bourne or Cloud) and one of the two papers critical or organic farming (by Brady or Miller).  The other papers are optional but recommended for those of you with an interest in the subject. 


To receive full credit for this assignment you (15 pts) you must be present for the discussion and must contribute by sharing your opinions and/or asking questions.  Five points will be assigned for participation.  The remaining points are reserved for the written component of the assignment.  As for the GMO assignment, you will be expected to write a short paper (2-4 pages) summarizing your opinions on the subject of organic farming.  However, your opinions alone is not sufficient.  As for the GMO position papers you prepared earlier, you are expected to refer to arguments and data from the assigned readings and to address both sides of the debate.  Points brought up during the panel discussion should also be included and referenced.  Your opinion papers should be typed and citations should be provided for any references used in additional to those provided below.  
Assigned Readings:

1. Glazer, S.  2007.  Slow food movement.  CQ Researcher (Congressional Quarterly Researcher), January 26, 2007.  Volume 17:75-95.  Available online at http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/document.php?id=cqresrre2007012600&type=hitlist&num=0& [Overview of the slow food movement; organic agriculture and local foods as components of the movement]
2. Bourne, J.  1999. The organic revolution.  Audubon Magazine, March-April 1999, Volume 101(2):64-70. [Arguments for organic agriculture]
3. Cloud, J. 2007. My search for the perfect apple.  Time Magazine, March 12, 2007, Volume 169(11): 42-50 [Organic vs. local foods debate]
4. Brady, D.  2006. The organic myth.  Business Week; 10/16/2006, Issue 4005:50-56, Available online at http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?vid=5&hid=14&sid=87be1b92-6550-4205-aa2f-9a5984100d34%40sessionmgr3  [Discussion of possible conflicts of interest or dilution of standards associated with the development or corporate/industrial organic farms]
5. Miller, J.J. 2004.  The organic myth.  National Review, February 9, 2004: Volume 56:35-37. Available online at, http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/pdf?vid=5&hid=14&sid=87be1b92-6550-4205-aa2f-9a5984100d34%40sessionmgr3  [Arguments against organic farming]
6. Good food?  Economist, 12/9/06, Volume 381:12.  Available online at http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?vid=7&hid=14&sid=87be1b92-6550-4205-aa2f-9a5984100d34%40sessionmgr3 [Evaluation of possible unintended adverse consequences of the ‘ethical’ food movement and alternatives]
7. Boody, G and DeVore, B.  Redesigning agriculture.  BioScience, October 2006, Volume 56(10):839- 845.  Available online at, http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/pdf?vid=6&hid=14&sid=87be1b92-6550-4205-aa2f-9a5984100d34%40sessionmgr3  [Reviews of books promoting the development more ecologically sound agriculture models]

