TIPS FOR WOODY PLANT KEY ASSIGNMENT:

The assignment consists of two components.  First, you have to come up with a strategy for distinguishing between the 12 trees assigned, a process that is facilitated by using ‘branching diagrams’.  Branching diagrams, as demonstrated below, can be used to evaluate different ways of dividing the trees into groups of progressively smaller size until each tree is separated from all of the rest (‘keyed out’), based on a unique combination of traits.  For example you may choose to use the first couplet to separate the broadleaf trees and conifers, with the conifers subsequently being separated based on leaf shape (needle-shapes as is typical for pines or awl-shaped), and the pines by the number of needles per fascicle, as shown below.  The branching diagrams can then be used as templates for the construction of a formal taxonomic key, by assigning couplet numbers to each node in the branching diagram, working from left to right and top to bottom.  However, remember that the specific formatting of the keys should follow that of the MARS candy key 
[image: image1.jpg]awl 5“’%{3@»«:”

% P
w/ s‘m& 4wb 2 pev fasrile
N~ = $ne
/ s’ S el Leoves <
C/)) @ \ fasitle

i
il C wAiTe /w)

"7Y\-¢ s wl braod
/vs ol dishnet”

lacte
(3)






















