Euthanasia literally means ‘good death,’ ‘gentle death,’ or easy death.

There are two kinds of euthanasia - active and passive.

Active euthanasia is the intentional killing of a terminally ill patient by a physician.

In passive euthanasia the doctor allows the patient to die, either by withholding treatment or by discontinuing treatment, where treatment is designed to keep a patient alive who is terminally ill.

Voluntary euthanasia: The person whose life is at issue knowingly and freely decides what shall be done.

Nonvoluntary euthanasia:  Persons other than the one whose life is at issue decide what shall be done.  

Voluntary active euthanasia:  The person who is dying says, “Give me the fatal dose.”

Voluntary passive euthanasia, withholding ordinary measures:  The person says, “Don’t use any lifesaving medical measures to save me. Even if the life saving procedure would probably save their life and the negatives are minimal.  

Voluntary passive euthanasia, withholding extraordinary measures:  The person says, “Don’t go to great lengths to save me if I am more than likely never to regain consciousness, be ‘a vegetable,’ and so forth.

Nonvoluntary active euthanasia:  Others decide to end the persons life through a fatal drug overdose.

Nonvoluntary passive euthanasia, withholding ordinary measures:  Others say, “Don’t use any lifesaving medical measures to save her. Even if the life saving procedure would probably save their life and the negatives are minimal.  

Nonvoluntary passive euthanasia, withholding extraordinary measures measures:  Others say, ““Don’t go to great lengths to save her if she is more than likely never to regain consciousness, be ‘a vegetable,’ and so forth.

