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I read an article titled “Obama Creates Top Job for Guarding Online Security.”  This article can be found at: http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLITICS/05/29/cyber.czar.obama/index.html  

The article was published on May 29, 2009 and can be found on the CNN Technology page.

This article is amazing because it is exactly what we are learning about in Chapters 2 and 3 of the textbook.  President Obama said that the networks and computers that we rely on need to be treated “as a strategic national asset.”  He said that protecting cyberspace is necessary in order to protect our economy and country from attack.


The military is also working on a “Cyber Command” due to the threats from terrorists.  Terrorist have threatened to unleash a “cyber attack” on America.  President Obama said that our defense and military networks are constantly under attack from terrorists.

This article released some statistics regarding recent cyber attacks on government and private networks.  It stated that the number of attacks increased from 4,095 in 2005 to 72,065 in 2008.  It is amazing that it increased by so much in such a small amount of time.  


In order to manage these attacks and secure cyberspace, the President announced that he is creating the post of cyber security coordinator.  The coordinator will be in charge of “a new comprehensive approach to securing America’s digital infrastructure.”
The President stated that our current economic problems can not be fixed without securing the online activities of our nation.  


He also stated that this will not interfere with our right of privacy, and that it will preserve and protect the personal privacy and civil liberties of Americans.  This new program will not include the monitoring of private sector networks or internet traffic.  

This program comes after President Obama’s own campaign computers were hacked into during our last election.  Fortunately, the hacker didn’t retrieve any personal information regarding contributors, but they did gain access to some policy position papers and to travel plans.  

After reading chapter 2 and 3, I really hope that the new program is written well and not as vague as previous programs.  I hope that it truly protects our rights and is constantly monitored by these new officials and departments.  It will be interesting to see how the American Civil Liberties Union reacts to this new security program.  Also, I hope that the program is truly what they say and that our civil liberties will be protected.  I just don’t see how they can avoid monitoring the private sector networks and the internet traffic because there are terrorists who probably work and live in the United States.  It is a scary thought, but I just hope that the new program isn’t full of empty promises.  
