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ARTICLES

A Nanolithographic Illustration
of Don Quixote

Tom LaTHROP

CONFESS THAT I never expected to be writing about this topic.

Francisco Rico’s son, Félix, a post-doc physicist at the Institut Curie in

Paris, found this article’ dealing with nanolithography. It was written
by six Spanish physicists, all but one from Madrid. For their experimenta-
tion with placing images on silicon oxide they chose, appropriately enough,
Don Quixote and Sancho.

A nanometer (nm) is a unit of length equivalent to one billionth of
a meter, a millionth of a millimeter. But wait! The European billion is a
million million and the us million is just a thousand million, so if we are
talking about the European billion, a nanometer would be a billionth of
a millimeter. Either way, it is REALLY TEENY. The width of the nanolitho-
graph, left, is 2300 nanometers. This sounds bigger than it really is.

I have also included the nanolithograph in its natural size.

Well, at this point I have exhausted everything I had to say about this
topic.
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