Parish Council

President
Mr. Chris Rongos

Vice-President
Mr. Dimitri Gogos

Treasurer
Ms. Maria Katsis

Asst. Treasurer
Mr. Greg Doublas

Secretary
Mrs. Deanna Gountras

Asst. Secretary
Mrs. Soultana Myers

Council Members

Mr. George Gogos
Miss Antonia Printzos
Mr. Chris Ioannou
Mrs. Trish Poursanidis
Mr. Tony Zannis

Mr. George Raptis

HOLY TRINITY Greek Orthodox Church

THE DOVE

The Ascension

The time had come for the Lord to bid
farewell to His disciples. The day before
this feast is the last day we say, “Christos
Anesti,” Christ is Risen. The Ascension
marks the end of Christ’s resurrection
appearances. The Ascension was a miracle,
a supernatural event, for Christ ascended
into Heaven to be seated at His Father’s
Right hand, for now He has authority over
Heaven and Earth. He brings His human
nature and unites it with the Kingdom of
God. It must have been an incredible
event, for the disciples stood and watched
with amazement, for they see their Master
rise into the air disappearing into the skies.
Seeing the Lord disappear must have been
frightening to them, but the disciples knew
that He would be with them through the
Holy Spirit. This same Christ, who lived
with the disciples, who died and was
buried, and who rose from the dead, loves
us and promises to be with us always. No,
we may not see Him physically, but we
could get to know the Lord better through
the studying of the scriptures, praying,
coming to Church, and by allowing the
Holy Spirit to immerse in our hearts. His
Ascension means a lot to us because we
now know that Christ is in Heaven, alive,
listening to our prayers and comforting us
when times are tough, “Lo, I am with you
always.” Christ promised His disciples that
He would send them the Holy Spirit, who
would give them the strength, the
courage, and guidance necessary to
accomplish their missionary objectives.
Today, this same Holy Spirit is available to

May, 2009
Rev. Father Paul C. Bebis

all us if we enable the Spirit to enter our
lives through prayer. This same Holy Spirit
can change lives as it changed the lives of
so many when Christ was here on earth,
for if we allow this Spirit to enter our lives
then we may someday “ascend” into
Heaven with Christ. The Fathers of the
Church, the Saints, and the Prophets of old
received gift of the Kingdom of Heaven
because they allowed this same Holy Spirit
to permeate their hearts and minds, and
because of this Spirit, they performed
miraculous deeds because of faith. We
chant at the midnight Holy Resurrection
Service, "The Angels in Heaven praise your
Resurrection, O Christ our Savior. Make us
also here on earth worthy, to glorify you
with pure hearts.” In order for us to
ascend into Heaven, we can become
worthy and pure in heart through
repentance, a change of heart, and by
seeking forgiveness from God and from
others. Remember Noah in the Old
Testament, he himself was loved by God
and his life and his family were spared
from the Great Flood because he was the
only one on earth who had any faith.

Many of us can be spared from the flood of
sin and hate if we allow the Holy Spirit to
engulf our lives. At Pentecost, the descent
of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles in the
form of “Tongues of Fire” filled them with
a burning desire to proclaim the Gospel. In
order for us to receive God’s most greatest
gift, eternal life, we must have a burning
desire to reach out, to love others, to come
to church, to love the faith, and to love
God. Let us now “Ascend” to new heights!
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When the devil
can’t make you

bad, he makes
you busy.

Ushers
for this month

Sunday, May 10"
Deanna Gountras
Toni Printzos

Sunday, May 17"
Tony Zannis
George Raptis

Sunday, May 24"
Dimitri Gogos
Chris Rongos

Sunday, May 31
Trish Poursanidis

Soultana Myers

Four centuries after Theodosia of Tyre was
martyred, she appeared in a vision to a
childless woman who was praying to give
birth. St. Theodosia told her that she
would give birth to a child and her name
would be Theodosia. She was dedicated to
God and given to live in the Monastery of
the Resurrection in Constantinople at an
early age. She grew up to be a devout
nun. When her parents died, she was left
with great wealth, and she spent her
money on gold icons, one of Christ, one of
the Theotokos, and one of St. Theodosia.
The rest of her wealth, she gave to the
poor. When the iconoclastic period
intensified, when icons were being
destroyed and outlawed, Theodosia

Memorial Day

On Monday, May 25th, 2009, we will
observe Memorial Day, an important and
sacred American Holiday dedicated to our
departed loved ones. Father Paul will be
away on Memorial Day to come to the
cemetery. However, Father Paul will be
able to come to the cemetery to offer
prayers on Friday, May 29th, 2009. As is
customary, Father Paul will visit

New Church Directory

We are still scheduling picture sessions for
the new directory and have many time
slots available for yours! Dates and hours
are Thursday and Friday, May 14 and 15th,
from 2:30PM to 9:00PM, Saturday, May
16th, from 10:30AM to 5:00PM. We will be
making appointments through Tuesday,

Theodosia of Constantinople (Friday, May 29th, 2009)

became an activist. She led a
demonstration to the city gates where a
city leader was on a ladder about to
remove an icon of Christ. The group
surged forward, toppling the ladder and
killing the leader. For this, many were
tortured, in fact the monks involved were
beaten for eight months. Theodosia then
led a group of women against the pseudo-
patriarch Anastasios, who had been given
the office by Leo to replace the deposed
Patriarch Germanos. They stoned
Anastasios, and again many were
beheaded. Theodosia was martyred by
stabbing on the same day as St. Theodosia
four centuries earlier.

Lindenwood Cemetery from 8:00AM to
11:00AM as well as Greenlawn Cemetery
from 11:30AM to 1:00PM. Let us
remember our departed relatives and
friends not only with flowers and plants,
but also with our presence and prayers.
Let us pray according to the customs,
practice, and teachings of our Orthodox
Faith for the repose of their souls.

May 12th, 2009, so be sure to call the
Church at 489-0774 between 10:00AM and
3:00PM to schedule yours. In addition,
you can sign up after Church Services
during the Coffee Hour on Sunday, May
10th, 2009. It would be wonderful if we
could get “All” parishioners included!



President’s Corner by Chris Rongos

Christos Anesti! Christ is Risen! Spring
has sprung upon us and let us continue to
thank God for such a glorious Lenten
season when we are reminded of his
purpose for coming into the world to save
our souls.

It's official, Spring has arrived. The call
went out and the response was
phenomenal. Our Spring General
Assembly went very well. I was so pleased
with the attendance. Many issues needed
to be addressed and the community
support was overwhelming. I'd like to
thank EI Maggos for referring Star Financial
Back to help the church satisfy our
financial needs. We were able to save the
church a substantial amount of money by
refinancing our mortgage.

During Lent our Young Adults were
honored to have our Detroit Diocese Youth
Director , Eva Kokkinos, facilitate a
Retreat. Over 100 people attended and
lunch was graciously provided by Cindy
and Niko Pliastos. Palm Sunday was also a
very spiritual day. Our own Tony Zannis,
Dance Director, along with his wife Zoe,
organized a Fish Luncheon. The purpose
for the dinner was to raise funds for new

Ahepa Corner

If you are graduating from High School or
College, please come to the Ahepa
Scholarship Luncheon on Sunday, May
17th, 2009 following Divine Liturgy. Even if

dance costumes. With over 200 people in
attendance, it definitely exceeded
expectations, and confirmed the decision
to place the large order for over 90
childrens costumes. Holy Week was a
moving, spiritual time for everyone. With
the church decorated with Palms onto the
exquisite Epitaphio, the warmth and spirit
was felt by everyone. Thank you to
Theodora Harmon for donating the Easter
Candle. George Tricolas was also gracious
to donate the Sunrise Breakfast. God Bless
you and your families! I applaud Theodore
and Tammy Toscos for donating their time
and effort for another successful Easter
Egg Hunt this year. The children had a
great time! Thank you to all Board
Members for making the Pascha Season a
success. Above all, I thank Father Paul for
his strength during this very Holy Season.

Our Ladies Philoptochos is working very
hard preparing for the festival. If you are
able, please help whenever possible.
These women and their tedious work are
the backbone of our festival.

In closing... Our festival is FAST
approaching...please volunteer!!!
Sign up sheets will be posted soon...

your nhame has not been submitted for a
scholarship, please attend anyway! The
graduating students may attend for free!
(See flyer in back for details).

Daughters of Penelope Corner

Arrangements are being made for the
Annual District Convention in Orland Park,
Illinois on June 5th, and 6th. If you are
planning on attending this event, please let
Toni Printzos know as soon as possible.
Next Daughters of Penelope meeting is
Thursday, May 14th, 2009 at 7:00PM at
the Church.

A Reminder- there are still a few sisters
who have not submitted their dues of
$35.00. Please give cash or check to Fran
Foster. You can mail dues to her at 8924
Snowgoose Lane, Fort Wayne, IN., 46825.
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Alter Boys
for this month

Sunday, May 10th, 2009
“The Galatians”
Co-Captains:

Yanni Boutaris &

Bayden Lee,

Demetrios Lee

Sunday, May 17th, 2009
“The Corinthians”
Co-Captains:

George Hatzigeorgiou &
Panagiotis Pliastos, Sam
Bourounis, Christos
Nakos Joshua Bebis,
and Anthony Fourgas.

Sunday, May 24th, 2009
NO SERVICES

Sunday, May 31st, 2009
“The Colossians,”
Co-Captains:

William Fliotsos, &
Michael Fliotsos, Alex
Bond, and Nick Bond

Alter Boy Retreat
Saturday, June 6th, 2009

1:00PM to 3:00PM
at Holy Trinity

Food and refreshments
will be served.
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Volunteers needed!

Tuesday, May 12
“The Kourambiethes”

Please come to Holy Trinity
at 9:00AM

Liturgical Calendar

Friday, May 8th, 2009

“The Feast of St. John the
Evangelist”

Orthros, 8:30AM

Divine Liturgy, 9:00AM

Sunday, May 10th, 2009
“The Sunday of the
Paralytic”

Orthros, 9:00AM

Divine Liturgy, 10:00AM

Wednesday, May 13th, 2009
“The Feast of Mid-
Pentecost”

Orthros, 8:30AM

Divine Liturgy, 9:00AM

Sunday, May 17th, 2009
“The Sunday of the
Samaritan”

Orthros, 9:00AM

Divine Liturgy, 10:00AM.

Sunday, May 24th, 2009
Father Paul will be away.
The Church will be open
for prayer.

Thursday, May 28th, 2009
“The Ascension”
Orthros, 8:30AM

Divine Liturgy 9:00AM

Sunday, May 31st, 2009
“Fathers of the First
Ecumenical Council”
Orthros, 9:00AM

Divine Liturgy, 10:00AM

Philoptochos Corner

“Christos Anesti!” We hope everyone had

Philoptochos would like to thank all the
GOYANS and the ladies for making the
Palm Crosses for Palm Sunday. Special
thanks to Tony Zannis, the director of the
Greek Dancers for organizing the lunch
that day. It was great! Also, special
thanks to the ladies and the children of our
church for helping to decorate the
Epitaphion for Good Friday and for the
Anastasi Service. Our Church was very
festive for our Easter. Thanks to all the
parishioners for donating monies for the
Lilies and the Epitaphion Flowers. To Frita
Gogos, may God bless you for donating the
wreath for the cross on Holy Thursday
evening. Currently, thanks to our ladies
so far for making the baklava, the tiropites
and the spanakopites for the Greek

GOYA Corner

Greetings from GOYA! The next and the
last GOYA Meeting of the year will be
Saturday, June 13th, 2009. We will be
organizing a car wash fundraiser earlier in
the day on Saturday, June 13th, 2009.
After the fundraiser car wash, we will have
a year-end meeting and BBQ at my home
for all GOYA Members. I will be providing
details to GOYA Members over the next
couple of weeks. I want to thank again
everyone who has donated time and
money over the past year to make this a
successful and fun year for the GOYA. We
also will be playing 6 VS 6, outdoor soccer
at the Plex this summer. I want to thank
Trish and Bobby Poursanidis for the
discount that will allow us to play. I hope
that we get as many GOYANS to sign up to

Festival. Special thanks to George Kaplanis
for working hard all day to help us prepare
the spanakopites. Sweeping and cleaning
the kitchen was very much appreciated.
God bless you and your family George!
The Philoptochos held the elections for the
new board members at our general
Philoptochos meeting on May 5th, 2009.
God Bless to all of us with health, strength,
and motivation to accomplish our
obligations and duties so we can continue
our philanthropic activities of our
organization. We still need lots of help
from the ladies making the rest of the
sweets for the Greek Festival. Please
come and help. Father will announce on
Sundays all the working dates. Thanks
again,”

- Elly Schmidt,

President of the Ladies Philoptochos

play as possible. We look forward to doing
some more fundraisers and coming up with
new and fun things for the GOYA to do in
the Fall. Recently, I created a new EMAIL
account for the GOYA, which is
fortwaynegoya@gmail.com. I also have
created a FACEBOOK profile simply called
FORT WAYNE GOYA. This will allow all
GOYANS to add this page to their face
book friends. This page will be full of
updates and information and pictures from
events and fundraisers that the GOYA
attends. Again, if anyone who has a youth
who would like to join GOYA, or if anyone
would like to donate to the GOYA Fund,
please contact me at 260-341-4458.
Thank you.



O Aylog TwuoBeog kot n Aytx Mxvpx

aAyiog Tipo6eog kai n ouluyog Tou Ayia
Maupa fTav yia aylaopévn OIKOYEVEId, NoU
{olioE O KAMoIo HIKPO XWwPIO TNG OnBaidog,
oTnv AiyunTo, KaTd To deUTEPO MHICU TOU
30u aiwva p.X.

aAyiog TioBeog Eexwpile and Toug alhoug
OUMMOAITEG TOU yIa TNV HEYAAn EUCEREIA
TOU Kal Tnv €nidoaon nou €ixe oTa Iepa
ypauuarta. Toug Ta diGBale oTo ONiTI TOU N
oTnv ekkAnaia kar EedIPoUOE TIG WUXEC
TOUG W€ To aBavaTo vepo Tou AGYou Tou
©eou.

EmppaBeuovTag autod To {nho Tou, 0
Eniokonog Tng ©nPaidog Tov XeIpoBETNOE
avayvoaorn, TONoBETHVTAG ToV £TCI OTO
NpooTadio TwV KANPIKWV. ‘OPwE, avTi
£keivou Tou aTadiou, n Oeia MNpovolia Tov
gionyaye o€ éva aA\o. STo uwnAdTEPO anod
OAd, dnAadn aTnv KopuPr Tou FoAyoBa,
nou ival GTOAIoPEVN and Tov STaupo Tou
XpioTou.

Ekeivo akpiBmG Tov Kaipo, dev sixav
nepdaosl oUTE €ikoal NUEPEC Nou o TINOBEOG
€ixe VUP@eUBei TN Malpa, evw olol
xaipovTav yia Tov appovikd auto yapo,
Kanolol pBovepoi Xwpikoi Toug SiEBalav
oTov £IdwAOAATPN Nyepdva Tng OnBaidoc,
Appliavo. a Applavog SIETage Tov Ayio
TiuoO=0 va napouciacdei evimov Tou. Tov
avekpive. Kai BAEnovTag Tnv akAovnTn
nioTn Tou, NPOCTAEE va ToV (PUAAKICOUV
Kal va Tov Bacaviogouv, Pe TV €ANida nNwg
Ba Tou GUVETPIRE TO PpPOVNUA. MaTaiog
KOMOG.

>av €ide Nw¢ dev Pnopolaoe e TinoTa ma
va aA\G&sl Tnv nioTn Tou MapTupog, o
TUpAWOC OKEPBNKE va PEPOUV TN Yuvdika
Tou, Malpa, nepIYEvOVTac Nwe eKeivn PeE
Ta kahoridopata Tne, 6a Tov Auyioel. ‘OTav
n Ayia MaUpa napoucidobnke PNpooTa
OTOV NYEPOVA, EKEIVOC TNG €ine: «Akouaaq,
Maulpa, nwg dev népacav oUTE £iKoal

NUEPEC MOU OTEPAVMBNKEG Tov Gvdpa gou.
Ta Aepovaveia sivar akopa dpocepda oTta
véa kal OJoppa Ke@ahia oag kai gival kpipa
va otabei n nioTn Tou £Unodio aTo va
xapeite Tn {wn padi. Myaive Aoinov, 6nwg
€i0al GTOMIOMEVN, VA TOV MEIOEIC va EADEI
oTa Adyia pou kail va Buoidoel aTa
€idwAa».

H Ayia MaUpa unoox£Bnke va EmokepOEi
oTn QUAakn Tov oUluyd TG kal va Tou
MIARoel. Mrye dpwg, Ox1 va Tov BydAel and
TNV nioTn, aAAa va Tov oTnpi&el o autnyv
Kal va atnpixBei kai n idia anod Ta Adyia
TOU, yia 60a EUeNNE Kal eKeivn, UoTEPa ano
Aiyo, va uno@épel yia Tnv d6&a Tou
XpioTou. lNupiel Aoindv aTov nyspova Kai
opoAoyel Nw¢ kal auTn sival XpioTiavn,
£TOIUN VA YApTUPNOEL. g Appiavog EYIVE
£Ealog. Aivel evTolr va Bacavigouv Tnv
Ayia ye ppikmdn BacavioTrpid. AMG n
MAapTuG NEPACE OAEC TIC PPIKTEG DOKIMATIES
HE anTonTo BAppPOC,.

270 TEAOG, O HIapOg Appiavog npoaTalel va
Kap@waoouv og aTaupouc Tov TiHdBeo Kkal
Tnv Maupa. Toug oTalpwoav Tov £va
dinAa aTov aAAo, yia va ival o ndvog Toug
mo peyaAoc. AMNG kal egTaupwpévol ol dUo
veapoi ouluyol, ol Ayiol TIHOBeoC Kal
Maupa, avTiKpIoTa enavw oTa EUAa,
guxapioTouoav Tov Og0, Nou Toug aginve
va £xouv TEAOG TNG eniyelag {wng Toug
OpoIo [e ekeivo Tou Yiou Tou. ‘ETol,
Aoinov, Navw oTov oTaupo Napédwoav
oTov KUplo TIG ayVEG TOUG WUXEC Kal
glonABav ot BaciAeia Tou Oeou.

AnoAurikio. 'Hxog 80 Taxu npokaTtaAape.
Qc Leliyog opoluyov, kai Euvmpic
BaupaoTn, TiNoBes ndvooge, kai Malpa
VUH®N XpioToU, evBEwg nBARoaATe,
oUpHOPPOI Yap oPBEVTEG, TwV NABwv Tou
Kupiou, d6&nc akataluTou, NEIWONTE
AUPW, NPECBEUOVTEC TW SWTNPI, UNEP TV
WUXWV NHV.
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Baking Schedule
for Greek Fest

Tuesday, May 12
“The Kourambiethes”
9:00AM at Holy Trinity

Tuesday, May 19"
“The Koulourakia”
9:00AM at Holy Trinity

Tuesday, May 26"
“The Melomecarona”
9:00AM at Holy Trinity

Tuesday, June 2
“The Paximadia”
9:00AM at Holy Trinity.

Monday, June &"
“The Kataifi”
9:00AM at Holy Trinity.

Thursday and Friday,
June 18", and 19"
“Bake Baklava”
9:00AM at Holy Trinity

Saturday, June 20°"
“The Karidopita”
9:00AM at Holy Trinity

Monday, June 22"
“Cut/Syrup — the
Baklava, Kataifi, and
Karidopita”

9:00AM at Holy Trinity.

Tuesday, June 237
“Make combos, and
set up for Festival”
9:00AM

Make Syrup — Early in
June.
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Sunday School
Schedule for this
month

Sunday, May 10"
“Sunday of the Paralytic”

Sunday, May 17
“Sunday of the Samaritan”

Sunday, May 24"
“No Sunday School,”
Father Paul is away.

Sunday, May 31
“The First Ecumenical
Council.”

Youth Retreat!

Friday, May 29", 2009

See flyer in the back for
more information.

Greek School
Celebration!

Tuesday, May 267, 2009
End of Year Celebration for
Greek School

6:00PM at Holy Trinity!!

Sunday School Commencement

Commencement Exercises: will be held on
Sunday, June 7™, 2009 following Divine
Liturgy for all students of our Sunday
School classes. No classes will be held on
this day.

They will receive certificates of attendance
and a small gift. Parents are asked to
bring their children and to be present also
in the ceremonies.

Vacation Bible School ... Save the Dates!

Vacation Bible School at St. Nicholas
Orthodox Church! Bring your Children!

On Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday,
June 22", 23, and 24™.
From 9:00AM to 11:30AM.

Please sign up on Tuesday, June 22",
2009 between 8:30AM to 9:00AM.

Volunteers are needed! Please see Father
Paul. More information will be forthcoming!

Successful Pascha Canned Food Drive

Thank you to all of the families and
children who donated canned food and
money for the Community Harvest
Food Bank during this year's Egg

Meeting Calendar

Wednesday, May 13%, 2009
“The Book Club,”
following Divine Liturgy.

Thursday, May 14%, 2009
“The Daughters of Penelope,”
at Holy Trinity, 7:00PM.

Tuesday, May 19, 2009
“The Parish Council,”
at Holy Trinity, 7:30PM.

Thursday, May 21%, 2009
“The Ahepa,”
at Holy Trinity,” 7:00PM.

Thursday, May 28, 2009
“The Fundraising Committee,”
at Holy Trinity, 7:00PM.

Sunday, May 31%, 2009
“The Sunday School Teachers,”
following Divine Liturgy.

Hunt. We were able to donate four
large boxes of food and over $40 in
cash to the organization because of
your generosity. Great job!

e

Note: Father Paul will be
away from Monday, May
18" to Tuesday, May 26™,
2009.




