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The following IRS publications may be of some use in addressing the research problem.  Some may be of more use than others, and you personally may not find all (or any) of them useful.  There are, no doubt, many others.

The objective at this point is to find sources that may be applicable, either directly or by analogy, to some part of the presented problem.  And, again, the most fundamental problem how the location of the “source” of Cy’s income from download transactions and services transactions is determined.

There is information concerning the source of income from the sale of goods and from the sale of services.  That information is obviously relevant.  Also relevant is any discussion related to how a transaction is to be classified as one involving goods or one involving services.

On citations, and citation format:
Citations to Revenue Rulings, Private Letter Rulings, and the like have a special format.  Most citations received for the Part 2 assignment were basically correct, if one has an electronic database with a search tool, or a full print publication like CCH or RIA.  For complete citations:

IRS Revenue Ruling =  Rev. Rul. 99-99, 1999-2 C.B. 567.

IRS Revenue Procedure =  Rev. Proc. 99-98, 1999-1 C.B. 543.

Private Letter Ruling = LTR 99030956  

NOTE: With LTRs, the first two numbers represent the year issued, the second two numbers represent the week in that year, and the remaining numbers represent a numerical sequence during that week.  Starting in 2000, the first four numbers represent the year; otherwise the numbering is the same.  A similar system is used for Technical Advice Memoranda (TAM) and similar, non-authorative pronouncements.  If one has access, or a citation, to a publication such as CCH or RIA where the LTR or TAM can be found, that should be included in the citation.

Providing a citation solely to the Cumulative Bulletin (C.B.) may not be particularly helpful since more than one ruling, etc., may be on a single page.  That is not so much of a problem if one is using a print publication, but it is less helpful when using an electronic database.

For more recent IRS rulings, there may not be a “C.B.” citation available.  For those, one cites to the weekly “Internal Revenue Bulletin” (I.R.B.).  For that, the number following the year is the week of the year in which it was published.  As soon as a C.B. cite is available, the I.R.B. cite is discontinued (old I.R.B.’s are discarded when the C.B. is available).


When using older pronouncements, it is VERY IMPORTANT to determine if they are still valid.  There are two possibilities:  (1) The relevant statute or regulation has been amended, repealed, etc., which makes the pronouncement useless.  (2) The IRS has changed its mind.  One checks the first by comparing the date of the pronouncement with the amendment history of a statute and regulations.  Of course not all changes invalidate a prior pronouncement, the change must be relevant.  For the second (IRS changes), the best way is a “citator,” which will reveal if the pronouncement has been withdrawn, superceded, etc.  With an electronic database, one can use the citation to the pronouncement as a search term and any later references to that pronouncement will be located.  The IRS is generally quite good about announcing when old rulings, etc., are no longer good.  It does not do the same thing with respect to LTRs, TAMs, etc.

POSSIBLE  REFERENCES:

Rev. Rul. 2000-59, 2000-52 I.R.B. 593

Rev. Rul. 97-48, 1997-2 C.B. 89

Rev. Rul. 91-58, 1991-2 C.B. 340

Rev. Rul. 90-112, 1990-2 C.B. 186


Rev. Rul. 89-67, 1989-1 C.B. 233

Rev. Rul. 88-73, 1988-2 C.B. 173

Rev. Rul. 87-38, 1987-1 C.B. 176

Rev. Rul. 84-78, 1984-1 C.B. 173

IRS Notice 88-123, 1988-2 C.B. 458

LTR 200137038 (Sept. 17, 2001).

LTR 9628024 (July 12, 1996).

TAM 200048011 (Dec. 4, 2000).

