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Political Correctness:  Policy Out of Control

Nothing has made people second guess behavior more than political correctness.  Words such as “rude”, “mean”, or “wrong” don’t have the punch they used to have.  Political correctness started as a move for harmony, restricting hurtful, often discriminatory comments and actions to prevent inequity among the population.  While the goal of political correctness remains the same, people are left tiptoeing through education, employment and life because it has gotten out of control.

Looking for perfect examples for the need of political correctness, one doesn’t have to go far.  Reruns of the ‘70’s hit sitcom “All in the Family” are overflowing with derogatory comments that make young and old alike cringe in disbelief.   The king of politically incorrect, Archie Bunker, rambled off comments such as, “Jungle bunnies” or “Chinks”, in a way that true ignorance exhibited on screen.  The fact of the matter is that these comments, in reality, weren’t all too uncommon.

Political Correctness attempts to establish norms for speech and behavior.  These norms serve to provide equality among the sexes, ethnic groups, disabled, and religion.  “African American” is the term used instead of “black” or “Negro”.  In text, authors consciously use the pronoun he/she.  Children are taught “Policeman” or “Policewoman”.

As the policy of political correctness grew, the public became aware of diverse culture and offensive language and actions.  Attempts are made everywhere to be politically correct.  Schools and universities are especially hard driven with political correctness.  As Ethan Bronner, in his essay “Big Brother Is Listening.” points out, “Attracting and retaining minority students is a top goal of every major university” (491).  Being able to do this requires a non-threatening, accepting environment.

As universities strive for the perfect environment where no one is offended, the policy of political correctness is becoming more stringent restricting expressions as innocent as “Merry Christmas”.  This simple greeting is offensive to religious groups who aren’t Christian.  But does this expression cause harm?

Furthermore, literature used in the school curriculum for teaching has come under fire along with student’s thinking.  With the increasing numbers of groups finding offensiveness with the simplest terms, students are limited in their words fearful of what to say and write.  The most innocent words to one student can be hurtful, discriminatory words to others.  

Another example of political correctness overblown is the reversion of many well-known children stories and fables.  Walt Disney has even come under attack for not portraying certain characters accurately according to history.  Disney has been accused of glorifying the lives of the American Indians in the tale of Pocahontas.  Liberals want stories to embrace all aspects of ethnic culture, even if gory, heinous acts were involved.  While this story has been a popular classic for children, liberals believe this offends American Indians.

The American Indians are also outraged over popular school mascots such as the “braves”, “squaws”, and “red skins”.  These mascots have been around for decades, however there animosity for these mascot names have reached national recognition.  A western Native American high school mascot named “Whities” has been born out of retribution.

Furthermore, if policy isn’t enough there is even The Official Politically Correct Dictionary and Handbook written by Henry Beard and Christopher Cerf in 1992.  The popularity of such a book results out of the ever increasing “wrong words”.  Dwarfs who once wanted to be referred to as “little people” now prefer the term, “vertically challenged”.

Political Correctness policies are useful when creating a non-bias environment.  But freedom of speech is also a right that should be taken into account.  People shouldn’t have to limit their creativity in fear of political correctness.  However, there should be moral standards.  As Bronner pointed out, “codes insure that minorities and other vulnerable groups will not be mistreated.”  Minority groups should not have to endure hostility.

Recent trends in PC that have left people wondering what is ok to say and do and what isn’t.  This increasing restrictive trend is leading to political correctness’s   downfall.  According to John Leo, political correctness has become “amusing” (481). He points out in his essay “Who Said PC Is Passé?” that a straight couple was thrown out of a gay bar in San Francisco for kissing.  This innocent act of affection offended the usual gay patrons of the establishment.

In addition, language barriers have also made people question the validity of political correctness.  Bronner describes an incident in 1993 where a Penn State student was charged with racial harassment for calling a group of noisy black sorority sisters “water buffalo.”  The student was from Israel and the term from Hebrew behema is slang for a rude person.  The charges were dropped.  Later, the political correctness code was abandoned (489).

While political correctness has tried to protect individuals from inequity among society, freedom of speech has been jeopardized.  When people are restricted to the point they can no longer publicly express themselves verbally to another person without offending the distant onlookers, PC has become policy out of control.       
