Below is the code for the template at http://wellerw140h.blogspot.com/
I’ve highlighted and annotated some of the major changes I made from the original template – note please that this is a long document and many pages go by without any relevant details. After you have looked at the first several pages you can skip down to page 12.
The secret to adapting your blog is to avoid caring about what the code means but rather about how small changes in individual pieces of the code will affect the appearance. 
But you must be very precise – leaving out a > or a “ or forgetting to add a / to end a format code will make your changes dysfunctional.
 <!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Strict//EN" "http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1-strict.dtd">

<html xmlns="http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml" xml:lang="en" lang="en">

<head>

  <title><$BlogPageTitle$></title>

  <$BlogMetaData$>

  <style type="text/css">

/*

-----------------------------------------------

Blogger Template Style

Name:     Rounders 2

Designer: Douglas Bowman

URL:      www.stopdesign.com

Date:     27 Feb 2004

----------------------------------------------- */

body {

  background:#ccc;

  margin:0;

  padding:20px 10px;

  text-align:center;

  font:x-small/1.5em "Trebuchet MS",Verdana,Arial,Sans-serif;

  color:#333;

  font-size/* */:/**/small;

  font-size: /**/small;

  }

/* Page Structure

----------------------------------------------- */

/* The images which help create rounded corners depend on the 

   following widths and measurements. If you want to change 

   these measurements, the images will also need to change.

   */

#content {

  width:740px;

  margin:0 auto;

  text-align:left;

  }

#main {

  width:485px;

  float:right;

  background:#fff url("http://www.blogblog.com/rounders2/corners_main_bot.gif") no-repeat left bottom;

  margin:15px 0 0;

  padding:0 0 10px;

  color:#000;

  font-size:97%;

  line-height:1.5em;

  }

#main2 {

  float:left;

  width:100%;

  background:url("http://www.blogblog.com/rounders2/corners_main_top.gif") no-repeat left top;

  padding:10px 0 0;

  }

#main3 {

  background:url("http://www.blogblog.com/rounders2/rails_main.gif") repeat-y;

  padding:0;

  }

#sidebar {

  width:240px;

  float:left;

  margin:15px 0 0;

  font-size:97%;

  line-height:1.5em;

  }

/* Links

----------------------------------------------- */

a:link {

  color:#b30;

  }

a:visited {

  color:#666;

  }

a:hover {

  color:#c63;

  }

a img {

  border-width:0;

  }

/* Blog Header

----------------------------------------------- */

#header {

  background:#ccc url("http://users.ipfw.edu/wellerw/stonehenge")

no-repeat right top
;

  bacground: url margin:0 0 0;

  padding:8px 0 0;

  color:#fff
;

  }

#header div {

  padding:0 15px 8px;

  }

#blog-title {

  margin:0;

  padding:68px 30px 5px
;

  font-size:300
%;

  line-height:1.2em;

  }

#blog-title a {

  text-decoration:none;

  color:#fff;

  }

#description {

  margin:0;

  padding:5px 30px 10px;

  font-size:150%
;

  line-height:1.5em;

  }

/* Posts

----------------------------------------------- */

.date-header {

  margin:0 28px 0 43px;

  font-size:85%;

  line-height:2em;

  text-transform:uppercase;

  letter-spacing:.2em;

  color:#810;

  }

.post {

  margin:.3em 0 25px;

  padding:0 13px;

  border:1px dotted #bbb;

  border-width:1px 0;

  }

.post-title {

  margin:0;

  font-size:135%;

  line-height:1.5em;

  background:url("http://www.blogblog.com/rounders2/icon_arrow.gif") no-repeat 10px .5em;

  display:block;

  border:1px dotted #bbb;

  border-width:0 1px 1px;

  padding:2px 14px 2px 29px;

  color:#333;

  }

a.title-link, .post-title strong {

  text-decoration:none;

  display:block;

  }

a.title-link:hover {

  background-color:#eee;

  color:#000;

  }

.post-body {

  border:1px dotted #bbb;

  border-width:0 1px 1px;

  border-bottom-color:#fff;

  padding:10px 14px 1px 29px;

  }

html>body .post-body {

  border-bottom-width:0;

  }

.post p {

  margin:0 0 .75em;

  }

p.post-footer {

  background:#eee;

  margin:0;

  padding:2px 14px 2px 29px;

  border:1px dotted #bbb;

  border-width:1px;

  border-bottom:1px solid #eee;

  font-size:100%;

  line-height:1.5em;

  color:#666;

  text-align:right;

  }

html>body p.post-footer {

  border-bottom-color:transparent;

  }

p.post-footer em {

  display:block;

  float:left;

  text-align:left;

  font-style:normal;

  }

a.comment-link {

  /* IE5.0/Win doesn't apply padding to inline elements,

     so we hide these two declarations from it */

  background/* */:/**/url("http://www.blogblog.com/rounders2/icon_comment.gif") no-repeat 0 45%;

  padding-left:14px;

  }

html>body a.comment-link {

  /* Respecified, for IE5/Mac's benefit */

  background:url("http://www.blogblog.com/rounders2/icon_comment.gif") no-repeat 0 45%;

  padding-left:14px;

  }

.post img {

  margin:0 0 5px 0;

  padding:4px;

  border:1px solid #ccc;

  }

blockquote {

  margin:.75em 0;

  border:1px dotted #ccc;

  border-width:1px 0;

  padding:5px 15px;

  color:#666;

  }

.post blockquote p {

  margin:.5em 0;

  }

/* Comments

----------------------------------------------- */

#comments {

  margin:-25px 13px 0;

  border:1px dotted #ccc;

  border-width:0 1px 1px;

  padding:20px 0 15px 0;

  }

#comments h4 {

  margin:0 0 10px;

  padding:0 14px 2px 29px;

  border-bottom:1px dotted #ccc;

  font-size:120%;

  line-height:1.4em;

  color:#333;

  }

#comments-block {

  margin:0 15px 0 9px;

  }

.comment-data {

  background:url("http://www.blogblog.com/rounders2/icon_comment.gif") no-repeat 2px .3em;

  margin:.5em 0;

  padding:0 0 0 20px;

  color:#666;

  }

.comment-poster {

  font-weight:bold;

  }

.comment-body {

  margin:0 0 1.25em;

  padding:0 0 0 20px;

  }

.comment-body p {

  margin:0 0 .5em;

  }

.comment-timestamp {

  margin:0 0 .5em;

  padding:0 0 .75em 20px;

  color:#666;

  }

.comment-timestamp a:link {

  color:#666;

  }

.deleted-comment {

  font-style:italic;

  color:gray;

  }

/* Profile

----------------------------------------------- */

#profile-container {

  background:#999 url("http://www.blogblog.com/rounders2/corners_prof_bot.gif") no-repeat left bottom;

  margin:0 0 15px;

  padding:0 0 10px;

  color:#fff;

  }

#profile-container h2 {

  background:url("http://www.blogblog.com/rounders2/corners_prof_top.gif") no-repeat left top;

  padding:10px 15px .2em;

  margin:0;

  border-width:0;

  font-size:115%;

  line-height:1.5em;

  color:#fff;

  }

.profile-datablock {

  margin:0 15px .5em;

  border-top:1px dotted #ccc;

  padding-top:8px;

  }

.profile-img {display:inline;}

.profile-img img {

  float:left;

  margin:0 10px 5px 0;

  border:4px solid #ccc;

  }

.profile-data strong {

  display:block;

  }

#profile-container p {

  margin:0 15px .5em;

  }

#profile-container .profile-textblock {

  clear:left;

  }

#profile-container a {

  color:#fff;

  }

.profile-link a {

  background:url("http://www.blogblog.com/rounders2/icon_profile.gif") no-repeat 0 .1em;

  padding-left:15px;

  font-weight:bold;

  }

ul.profile-datablock {

  list-style-type:none;

  }

/* Sidebar Boxes

----------------------------------------------- */

.box {

  background:#fff url("http://www.blogblog.com/rounders2/corners_side_top.gif") no-repeat left top;

  margin:0 0 15px;

  padding:10px 0 0;

  color:#666;

  }

.box2 {

  background:url("http://www.blogblog.com/rounders2/corners_side_bot.gif") no-repeat left bottom;

  padding:0 13px 8px;

  }

.sidebar-title {

  margin:0;

  padding:0 0 .2em;

  border-bottom:1px dotted #fa0;

  font-size:115%;

  line-height:1.5em;

  color:#333;

  }

.box ul {

  margin:.5em 0 1.25em;

  padding:0 0px;

  list-style:none;

  }

.box ul li {

  background:url("http://www.blogblog.com/rounders2/icon_arrow_sm.gif") no-repeat 2px .25em;

  margin:0;

  padding:0 0 3px 16px;

  margin-bottom:3px;

  border-bottom:1px dotted #eee;

  line-height:1.4em;

  }

.box p {

  margin:0 0 .6em;

  }

/* Footer

----------------------------------------------- */

#footer {

  clear:both;

  margin:0;

  padding:15px 0 0;

  }

#footer div {

  background:#710 url("http://www.blogblog.com/rounders2/corners_cap_top.gif") no-repeat left top;

  padding:8px 0 0;

  color:#fff;

  }

#footer div div {

  background:url("http://www.blogblog.com/rounders2/corners_cap_bot.gif") no-repeat left bottom;

  padding:0 15px 8px;

  }

#footer hr {display:none;}

#footer p {margin:0;}

#footer a {color:#fff;} 

  </style>

</head>

<body>

<!-- Begin #content - Centers all content and provides edges for floated columns -->

<div id="content">

<!-- Blog Header -->

<div id="header"><div>

  <h1 id="blog-title">

    <ItemPage><a href="<$BlogURL$>"></ItemPage>


<$BlogTitle$>


<ItemPage></a></ItemPage>

  </h1><i>

  <p id="description"><$BlogDescription$></p></i>

</div></div>

<!-- Begin #main - Contains main-column blog content -->

<div id="main"><div id="main2"><div id="main3">

<Blogger>

    <BlogDateHeader>

  <h2 class="date-header"><$BlogDateHeaderDate$></h2>

  </BlogDateHeader>

         <!-- Begin .post -->

  <div class="post"><a name="<$BlogItemNumber$>"></a>

     <BlogItemTitle>


 <BlogItemUrl><a href="<$BlogItemUrl$>" title="external link" class="title-link"></BlogItemUrl>

    <h3 class="post-title">


 <$BlogItemTitle$>

    </h3>


 <BlogItemUrl></a></BlogItemUrl>

    </BlogItemTitle>

    <div class="post-body">

      <p>

      <$BlogItemBody$>

    </p>

    </div>

    <p class="post-footer">

      <em>posted by <$BlogItemAuthorNickname$> @ <a href="<$BlogItemPermalinkUrl$>" title="permanent link"><$BlogItemDateTime$></a></em> &nbsp;

      <BlogItemCommentsEnabled>

         <a class="comment-link" href="<$BlogItemCommentCreate$>"<$BlogItemCommentFormOnclick$>><$BlogItemCommentCount$> comments</a>

      </BlogItemCommentsEnabled><BlogItemBacklinksEnabled>

<a class="comment-link" href="<$BlogItemPermalinkUrl$>#links">links to this post</a>

</BlogItemBacklinksEnabled>

  <$BlogItemControl$>

    </p>

    </div>

  <!-- End .post -->

    <!-- Begin #comments -->

 <ItemPage>

  <div id="comments">


<BlogItemCommentsEnabled><a name="comments"></a>

    <h4><$BlogItemCommentCount$> Comments:</h4>

    <dl id="comments-block">

      <BlogItemComments>

      <dt class="comment-data" id="c<$BlogCommentNumber$>"><a name="c<$BlogCommentNumber$>"></a>

        At <a href="#c<$BlogCommentNumber$>" title="comment permalink"><$BlogCommentDateTime$></a>,

        <$BlogCommentAuthor$> said...

      </dt>

      <dd class="comment-body">

        <p><$BlogCommentBody$></p>


  <$BlogCommentDeleteIcon$>

      </dd>


  </BlogItemComments>

    </dl>



<p class="comment-timestamp">

    <$BlogItemCreate$>

    </p>

    </BlogItemCommentsEnabled>
    

    <BlogItemBacklinksEnabled>

    <a name="links"></a><h4>Links to this post:</h4>

    <dl id="comments-block">

    <BlogItemBacklinks>

        <dt class="comment-title">

        <$BlogBacklinkControl$>

        <a href="<$BlogBacklinkURL$>" rel="nofollow"><$BlogBacklinkTitle$></a> <$BlogBacklinkDeleteIcon$>

        </dt>

        <dd class="comment-body"><$BlogBacklinkSnippet$>

        <br />

        <span class="comment-poster">

        <em>posted by <$BlogBacklinkAuthor$> @ <$BlogBacklinkDateTime$></em>

        </span>

        </dd>

    </BlogItemBacklinks>

    </dl>

    <p class="comment-timestamp"><$BlogItemBacklinkCreate$></p>

    </BlogItemBacklinksEnabled>



<p style="padding-left:20px;">


<a href="<$BlogURL$>">&lt;&lt; Home</a>

    </p>

    </div>

</ItemPage>

  <!-- End #comments -->

</Blogger>

</div></div></div>

<!-- End #main -->

<!-- Begin #sidebar -->

<div id="sidebar">

    <!-- Begin #profile-container -->

   <$BlogMemberProfile$>

<center>

<!-- Start of Flickr Badge -->

<style type="text/css">

#flickr_badge_source_txt {padding:0; font: 11px Arial, Helvetica, Sans serif; color:#666666;}

#flickr_badge_icon {display:block !important; margin:0 !important; border: 1px solid rgb(0, 0, 0) !important;}

#flickr_icon_td {padding:0 5px 0 0 !important;}

.flickr_badge_image {text-align:center !important;}

.flickr_badge_image img {border: 1px solid black !important;}

#flickr_badge_uber_wrapper {width:150px;}

#flickr_www {display:block; text-align:center; padding:0 10px 0 10px !important; font: 11px Arial, Helvetica, Sans serif !important; color:#3993ff !important;}

#flickr_badge_uber_wrapper a:hover,

#flickr_badge_uber_wrapper a:link,

#flickr_badge_uber_wrapper a:active,

#flickr_badge_uber_wrapper a:visited {text-decoration:none !important; background:inherit !important;color:#3993ff;}

#flickr_badge_wrapper {background-color:#666666;border: solid 1px #000000}

#flickr_badge_source {padding:0 !important; font: 11px Arial, Helvetica, Sans serif !important; color:#666666 !important;}

</style>

<table id="flickr_badge_uber_wrapper" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="10" border="0"><tr><td><a href="http://www.flickr.com" id="flickr_www">www.<strong style="color:#3993ff">flick<span style="color:#ff1c92">r</span></strong>.com</a><table cellpadding="0" cellspacing="10" border="0" id="flickr_badge_wrapper">

<script type="text/javascript" src="http://www.flickr.com/badge_code_v2.gne?show_name=1&count=3&display=random&size=t&layout=v&source=user_set&user=39488295%40N00&set=72057594115013451&context=in%2Fset-72057594115013451%2F"></script>

<tr>

<td id="flickr_badge_source" valign="center" align="center">

<table cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0" border="0"><tr>

<td width="10" id="flickr_icon_td"><a href="http://www.flickr.com/photos/whweller/sets/72057594115013451/"><img id="flickr_badge_icon" alt="Korea, Dec. 2003" src="http://static.flickr.com/50/buddyicons/39488295@N00.jpg?1145811582" align="left" width="48" height="48"></a></td>

<td id="flickr_badge_source_txt">wellerwh's <a href="http://www.flickr.com/photos/whweller/sets/72057594115013451/">Korea, Dec. 2003</a> photoset</td>

</tr></table>

</td>

</tr>

</table>

</td></tr></table>

<!-- End of Flickr Badge -->

</center>


  <!-- End #profile -->

    <!-- Begin .box -->

  <div class="box"><div class="box2"><div class="box3">

        <MainOrArchivePage>

  <h2 class="sidebar-title">EDUCATIONAL LINKS</h2>

    <ul>

    
<li><a href="http://acelink.blogspot.com/">Acelink</a></li>

    
<li><a href="http://users.ipfw.edu/wellerw/">Worth Weller Home Page</a></li>

<li><a href="http://celtblog.blogspot.com/">IPFW Center for the Enhancement of Learning and Teaching</a></li>

<li><a href="http://www.ipfw.edu/dlearning/blogs">IPFW Distance Learning Blog</a></li>

<li><a href="http://in-cce.blogspot.com/">Indiana Council for Continuing Education Blog</a></li>

<li><a href="http://ipfwprofessionalwriters.blogspot.com/">IPFW Professional Writers Task Force</a>

<li><a href="http://snacks4thebrain.blogspot.com/">Snacks4theBrain</a>

<li><a href="http://users.ipfw.edu/wellerw/ICEA">Indiana College English Association</a></li>

</ul><h2 class="sidebar-title">CYBER PEDAGOGY</h2>

<ul><li><a href="http://www.languaging.blogspot.com">Blog Pedagogy: "Languaging"</a></li>

<li><a href="http://www.bio.purdue.edu/mt/feeds/pod_pedagogy/">Podcasting: "Pod Pedagogy"</a></li>

<li><a href="http://www.weblogg-ed.com/">Weblogg-ed: the Read-Write Web in the Classroom</a></li>

<li><a href="http://jilltxt.net/">Network Literacy: Learning with Blogging and Web 2.0></a></li>

<li><a href="http://mt.middlebury.edu/middblogs/ganley/bgblogging/">The Project for Integrated Expression at Middlebury College</a></li>

<li><a href="http://www.hu.mtu.edu/%7Etbt/tbtissues.html">TechnoBabe Times</a></li>

</ul><h2 class="sidebar-title">ARTICLES</h2>

<ul><li><a href="http://english.osu.edu/programs/dmp/DMAC/supmaterials/Daly.pdf">Expanding the Concept of Literacy</a></li>

</ul><h2 class="sidebar-title">RESOURCES</h2>

<ul><li><a href="http://edublogs.org/"> Free Blog Source for Educators and Students</a></li>

<li><a href="http://www.tltgroup.org/blogs.htm">Blogs, Wikis, RSS Resources for Educators</a>

<li><a href="http://weblogg-ed.com/wp-content/uploads/2006/05/RSSFAQ4.pdf">RSS: A Quick Start Guide for Educators</a>

<li><a href="http://www.surfturk.com/composition/powerpointrubric.html"><Rhubric for Assessing PowerPoints</a></li>

<li><a href="http://www.ceap.wcu.edu/Houghton/EDELCompEduc/Ch12/powerpointassignment.html">Creating PowerPoint Assignments</a></li>

<li><a href="http://www.hu.mtu.edu/~awysocki/resources02.html">Teaching Visual Rhetorics</a></li>

<li><a href="http://www.hu.mtu.edu/~awysocki/resources05.html">Creating Blog Assignments</a></li>

  </ul><h2 class="sidebar-title">IPFW TEACHING BLOGS and WIKIS</h2>

<ul>

<li><a href="http://researchmethodsprowrite.blogspot.com/">Research Methods for Professional Writers Blog</a></li>

<li><a href="http://hightechteacher.blogspot.com/">High Tech Teachers Blog</a></li>

<li><a href="http://hightechteacher.pbwiki.com/">High Tech Teachers Wiki</a></li>

</ul><h2 class="sidebar-title">IPFW STUDENT BLOGS</h2>

</ul><h2 class="sidebar-title">J492 Media Internship</h2>

<ul>

<li><a href="http://gizseth.blogspot.com/">Melissa Hull</a></li>

<li><a href="http://thepotandkettle.blogspot.com">Sarah Hadsall</a></li>

<li><a href="http://www.beseechthemuses.blogspot.com">Lesli Hamilton</a></li>

<li><a href="http://www.3-25wwp.blogspot.com">Wounded Warrier Program</a></li>

<li><a href="http://www.smileitsyourblog.blogspot.com">Three Rivers Credit Union Blog</a></li>

<li><a href="http://virtualturks.blogspot.com/">Young Turks Virtual Cafe</a></li>

<li><a href="http://www.stevepepple.blogspot.com/">Steve Pepple Personal Blog</a></li>

<li><a href="http://sentimentalbutcrazy.typepad.com/mommas_on_the_edge/">Shannon Eichenaur Personal Blog</a><li><li><li>

<li><a href="http://readingwritingthinking.blogspot.com/">Shannon Eichenaur Class Blog</a></li>

<li><a href="http://newjournalismandmedia.blogspot.com/">Steve Pepple Class Blog</a></li>

<li><a href="http://j492.boilermaker.net">Hugh Johnson Class Blog</a><li>

<li><a href="http://becsbloggers.blogspot.com/">Rebecca Nelson Class Blog</a></li>

<li><a href="http://fwsandbox.blogspot.com/">Rachelle Corwin Class Blog</a></li>

<li><a href="http://smithdoug.blogspot.com/">Doug Smith Class Blog</a></li>

</ul><h2 class="sidebar-title">W140 Honors English</h2>

<ul><li><a href="http://danostlund.blogspot.com/">Dan Ostlund</a></li>

<li><a href="http://connbi01.blogspot.com/">Brittany Connelly</a></li>

</ul><h2 class="sidebar-title">MEDIA and CURRENT EVENT BLOGS</h2>

<ul><li><a href="http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/?hp">The Opinionator - NYT</a></li>

<li><a href="http://inteldump.powerblogs.com/">Inteldump</a></li>

<br><br>

  </MainOrArchivePage>

      <h2 class="sidebar-title">Previous Posts</h2>

    <ul id="recently">

    <BloggerPreviousItems>

        <li><a href="<$BlogItemPermalinkURL$>"><$BlogPreviousItemTitle$></a></li>

     </BloggerPreviousItems>

  </ul>

    <MainOrArchivePage>

  <h2 class="sidebar-title">Archives</h2>

    <ul class="archive-list">

   
  <BloggerArchives>

    
<li><a href="<$BlogArchiveURL$>"><$BlogArchiveName$></a></li>


  </BloggerArchives>

      <ArchivePage><li><a href="<$BlogURL$>">Current Posts</a></li></ArchivePage>

  </ul>

  </MainOrArchivePage>

      <p id="powered-by"><a href="http://www.blogger.com"><img src="http://buttons.blogger.com/bloggerbutton1.gif" alt="Powered by Blogger" /></a></p>

        <!--

    <p>This is a paragraph of text that could go in the sidebar.</p>

    -->

    </div></div></div>

  <!-- End .box -->

</div>

<!-- End #sidebar -->

<!-- Begin #footer -->

<div id="footer"><div><div><hr />

  <p><!-- This is an optional footer. If you want text here, place it inside these tags, and remove this comment. -->&nbsp;
</p>

</div></div></div>

<!-- End #footer -->

</div>

<!-- End #content -->

</body>

</html>
�This entire line was added: note the word “background”, note the color#, and note the URL where the picture actually is


�This is also important – it aligns the picture where you want it; if you change “right” for “center” it will move the picture to the center.


�Another color code – color codes can be found at this website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.december.com/html/spec/color3hex1.html" ��http://www.december.com/html/spec/color3hex1.html�





�This padding is important also – if these numbers are too small the picture does not show up well


�This is the font size of the main title – play with it


�This is the font size of the 2nd title


�This entire section is a “� HYPERLINK "http://www.flickr.com/help/photos/" \l "53" ��Flickr Badge�” – as very cool feature if you are a photographer


�This begins the sidebar link section


�Notice how this is a title, not a link


�This is an actual link – the code is very precise and you can make no mistakes. Notice that the word that is between the >< is what shows up as a link on your blog


�If you type over this you can have a little philosophical message at the bottom of your blog





